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to meet at Delhi and deliberate on the Khilafat question. Among the
signatories were Hakim Ajmal Khan and Asaf Ali. Swami Shrad-
dhanand was closely connected with the conference.
Gandhi, presiding at the All-India Khilafat Conference on
November 24, addressed the audience in Urdu:
"It ought not to appear strange for the Hindus to be on the same
platform as the Muslims in a matter that specially and solely affects
the Muslims. After all, the test of friendship is true assistance in
adversity and whatever we are, Hindus, Parsis, Christians or Jews, if
we wish to live as one nation, the interest of any of us must be the
interest of all. The only deciding consideration can be the justice of a
particular cause. The Prime Minister of England and a whole host of
distinguished ex-officials are witnesses to the justice of the Muslim
cause. We talk of the Hindu-Muslim unity. It would be an empty
phrase if the Hindus hold aloof from the Muslims when their vital
interests were at stake. Some have suggested that we the Hindus
can assist our Muslim countrymen only on conditions. Conditional
assistance is like adulterated cement which does not bind. The only
question, therefore, is how to help. The Khilafat conference has come
to the decision not to participate in the coming peace celebrations.
I think that is a proper decision. Peace celebrations can have no
meaning for India whilst a vital part of the peace affecting one-fourth
of India's population remains undeclared. Eight crores of Muslims
are deeply interested in the peace terms affecting Khilafat. It is
improper to ask them to celebrate peace while the fate of Khilafat
hangs in the balance. To ask India to celebrate the peace whilst
the Khilafat question remains unsettled is like expecting France to
celebrate peace pending the settlement of Alsace-Lorraine. That
Turkey is outside India does not affect the comparison. England is as
much a Muslim and Hindu power as it is a Christian power and if
India be a partner in the British Empire then Muslim sentiment
deserves as much placating as any other* It would, therefore, be the
most seeming thing for His Excellency the Viceroy to postpone the
imperial peace celebrations pending a satisfactory settlement of
the Khilafat question.
"It is a question which indeed affects the honour of England—the
pledged word of the Prime Minister. What are riches, power, and
military renown worth if that honour becomes sullied^J was, there-
fore, deeply pained to see the telegraphic summaryo^' the Prime

